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Agenda 

1. Master Plan Consultation - What We Heard 

2. Current Service Levels for Walking and Cycling 

3. New Service Level Recommendations  

• Winter Improvements for Pedestrians 

• Winter Network for Cyclists 

4. Term of Council Priorities and Budget 

5. Questions and Comments 

  



Resident Engagement 

MetroQuest Tool Commuter Attitude Survey Proposals 



Consultation Feedback 
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Snowplowing 

Snow at corners and intersections 

Uneven walking surface 

Sanding/salting for ice 

Sidewalk cycling 

Obstructions  

Traffic Enforcement 

Lack of lighting 

Lack of sidewalk / access 

Don’t know/no answer 

Drainage/puddle issues 

Lack of pavement markings/signage 

Enforcement of bylaws 

Other 

Are they any general maintenance, design or enforcement 
issues that could be improved? 



Consultation Feedback 
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Yes Sometimes Unsure No 

If the City began to clear its existing pathways in the 
wintertime, would you use them to cycle?  



Transportation Policy 

 Plans approved by Council 26 November 2013 

 Winter maintenance recommendations: 

•  direction to engage stakeholders 

• referred to next Term of Council priority setting and budget 

 

Ottawa.ca/OCP 
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Transportation Master Plan, Ottawa Cycling Plan 

Ottawa Pedestrian Plan 

Ottawa.ca/OPP Ottawa.ca/TMP 



Current Maintenance Practices  

• Other than the Laurier Avenue segregated bike lanes, the 

City does not provide specific winter maintenance service 

standards for Ottawa’s cycling network 

• Some on-road facilities and some multi-use path segments 

are winter-maintained as part of the City’s regular road and 

sidewalk maintenance policies. 
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Cycling Network 



Recommended Service Level 

Improvements for Cyclists 
• Approximately 40km-long winter-maintained cycling network 

• Focussed within a 5-km radius of Ottawa’s core area, and includes 

the east-west Cross-town Bikeway as the primary route into and out 

of the downtown core 

• 21 kilometers of this network are already winter maintained in 

some form 

• Clarification of the clearance standards to be undertaken by Public 

Works 

•The incremental cost of maintaining the proposed winter cycling 

network is estimated at $250,000 per winter season 
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Recommended Winter Cycling Network  
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Current Maintenance Practices  

The City currently winter maintains 2175 km of sidewalk: 

• Class 1 And Class 2A (805km)  

• Bare Surface Treatment / 2.5 cm / 4 hours 

• Downtown business district, Byward Market, special tourism areas, 

large employment centers, sidewalks adjacent to urban arterial 

roads 

• Class 2B and 3 (1,370km)  

• Snow Packed Treatment / 5cm / 12 hours 

• Residential neighbourhoods and collector and local roads 

downtown, urban and village, bus routes, public facilities or 

retail/commercial frontages and some paved pathways 
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Pedestrian Network 



Recommended Service Level 

Improvements Pedestrians 

Re-sequence Class 2B and 3 sidewalks on routes to Transit and 

Schools to a Bare Surface Treatment Standard 2A: 

• Routes to Transit 

• rapid transit stations 600m 

• transit-intensive corridors 200m 

• Routes to School  

• elementary and secondary schools 300m 

• $1.9M equipment and labour 
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Recommended Improvements 

Pedestrians 
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2.5cm / 4hrs 



Term of Council Priorities and Budget 

• Submissions for term of council priorities from departments 

and elected officials 

• Business Cases prioritized and costed 

• Costs of projects compared to available funding levels 

• Senior management recommends priorities to move forward 

• Committee and Council consider the priority package 

• Budgets are adjusted to include the priorities  

• Timing to be completed in Q2 2015 
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Questions and Comments 
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samuel.roberts@ottawa.ca 
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